WRT 104:  Writing to Inform and Explain

English 156: College Writing Techniques

Spring 2009

Project 3: Profile
For this assignment, you will choose to portray or “capture” in writing something or someone that you find interesting, curious, or unusual.  It can be a person, a group, a place, a community, an event, or an activity.  Because “field research”—interviewing, observing, etc.—is needed in order to know your subject intimately, you’ll need to allow time to visit, hang out, or arrange and conduct an interview, as well as allow time for a follow-up or a return visit.  Time management and focused use of your time is crucial.  Plan accordingly, and realize, too, that describing someone or something vividly, with judicious use of details, is not as easy as it might seem.  Focus on “showing, not telling” so that your subject comes alive; however, remember your purpose for writing as well as your audience and stance on the subject.
Be prepared for a workshop on Monday, March 23 with 3 copies of a draft that is ready for readers.  You’ll revise the workshop draft and submit a complete project folder on Monday, March 30.  Your workshop draft for this profile should be at least 2 full pages in length (see the syllabus for formatting requirements).  After the workshop, where you will get ideas for development or expansion, you will submit a draft of at least 3 full pages in length (see the formatting requirements).
This is a unique opportunity to study and call attention to individuals, places, or other things that you care about, find interesting, or can’t stand and want everyone to be aware of. Choose wisely, have fun with it, and make it good.
RELEVANT CHAPTERS from The Norton Field Guide to Writing:  Chapters 16, 34, 35, 37, 40, and 42.  

